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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


We beg to remind those Subscribers to ‘Light’ and the 

London Spiritualist Alliance who have not already re- 

i newed their Subscriptions for 1896, that they are 

now due, and should be forwarded at once to Mr. 
B. D. Godfrey. 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C. 


- —— — — — — 
NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We o just received No. 9 of ‘Theosophy in 
u : The Organ of the Australasian Section of 
the Theosophical Society.’ It is a tiny publication of only 
ght small pages, and is sold at threepence. Probably its 
fers are willing to pay for what they want, without 
ring their little ‘organ’ with big popular ones at the 
Price :—a sensible notion! But, small as it is, there 
è excellent features in it. We specially like 
ns and Answers.’ Two or three questions are 
md various writers reply very briefly, the editor 
y summing up. The questions are asked in one 
and are answered in the paper as replies arrive, 
0 questions answered in the present number are, ‘Is 
Christian logical in believing that God, who made 
laws, can change them in answer to prayer!“ 
any good praying for the dead?’ The questions 
d that one does not see with the eyes but with the soul. 
toa certain extent ; but suppose one becomes blind, 
stains the soul, but cannot see. How is that? 
a think it possible for any individual who asserts his 
te liberate his soul from his body and have power to 
soul to any place he chooses, and afterwards to 
1 soul was and what took place ? 
guld the power of thought-transference account for the 
of two or more authors, artists, or discoverers con- 
ime idea at the same time! 
a subsequent incarnation come in contact with those 
1 or hated in a previous one ? 
these as indications of lines of thought, not as 
„and repeat our suggestion that something 
ight. be both interesting and profitable in our 
as But it rests with our readers. If they want 
place in ‘ Liaur’ they shall have it. 
— 
ding, The Outlook,’ ‘Theosophy in 
sing the very interesting phenomenon 
with closed and padded eyes (or, 
reading notwithstanding closed and 
at the scientific men who are coming 
as usual, are smothering the new 
ies. One of them has thus 
phenomenon, ‘The nervous 
ted on by a transitory 


new sensations un- 
gun-boat fires this 
nark that the ex- 
description 
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ones couched in plain English. It tells us no more than 
that “the nerves of the eye, being made for a time more 
sensitive, see things that we cannot see.”’ We have some- 
times thought that our Psychical Research Society in 
London is also always in danger of smothering our baby 
with clothes. 


[b —— 


A patient writer in The Agnostic Journal is wading 
through scores of Bible texts in order to show that where 
our translators set down ‘spirit’ or ‘ghost’ the Hebrew or 
Greek means breath or wind. What of it) ‘Breath’ is 
only a symbol of spirit; and what if spirit“ is from Spiro, 
I breathe? It is about the nearest we can get to the 
notion of a subtile, moving, unseen presence and power, 
This very writer says of Isaiah xi., 2 (‘The spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him’), ‘The word is “ruach” in the 
Hebrew, and implies that the breath of Jehovah shall con- 
fer a power on him? He adds, ‘Compare with this lxi., 1 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek.” Anointed with what? With the breath of the Lord 
God—a figure of speech well known to the Israelites. The 
New Testament furnishes an instance of this. In Luke iv. 
1 :—“ And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 
was led by the spirit ” (it is “pneuma” in both cases, but 
differently translated!) This means He was influenced in 
some mental way.’ Obviously, if this writer is neverthe- 
less suggesting any doubt as to the Bible testimony to 
spiritual beings in the Unseen, he is labouring in vain. 


Mr. J. C. Kenworthy has, in ‘Seed-Time,’ a tender 
reference to spirit-life in considering the problem, How to 
conquer by non-resistance, or the power of love. To those 
who have not developed the spiritual nature and life this 
seems an impossibility and a folly, he says, and ‘it can 
only be understood and justified by the admission, the con- 
viction, that this life in the body is not the whole of life, 
but really a preparation for another life in the spirit-world.’ 
This seems to suggest that the attempt to conquer by non- 
resistance or love may result in failure here, to be com- 
pensated for hereafter, But this is not his meaning or 
not all of it. A passage of true beauty and gracious refine- 
ment sets forth the deeper truth :— 


The idea of surrender to perfect love and truth fills those 
who have not tried this plan with doubt and fear. ‘If I do 
this,’ we say, ‘what will become of me, of those dependent 
upon me? Tf bodies of men do it, what will become of Society, 
the Stato!“ 

The answers to these questions are as follow ; Asto myself, 
by practising these principles, I shall bring to my side the 
power and protection of spiritual forces hitherto unknown to 
me, and unused by me, And even if I suffer and die for these 
principles, the loss is only an apparent one from the materialist’s 
and erroneous point of view ; really it is all pure gain in the 
spiritual world, which is the real and enduring world; pure 
gain, both for myself and others. As to the State, Society : 
these, as at present constituted, must and will inevitably fall to 
pieces, decay, as the new life of love and truth spreads among 
men. But they will be replaced by ‘ the kingdom of heaven,“ a 
wiser, happier, and freer social order which must inevitably 
arise among men who live by love and truth, 
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We have received from Mr. Burns, 56, Great Queen- 
street, W.C., a sixteen page catalogue of books and 
pamphlets, ‘from Id. to Il, on ‘Spiritualism, Progressive 
and Reformatory topics generally.’ The catalogue is an 
excellent one, in its way, and should have a permanent 
value as a record of the growth of an important literature 
on vital subjects. It may seem a curious thing to say, but 
we strongly feel that a copy of this catalogue, incomplete 
though it is, should be preserved in the great library of the 
British Museum. The historian of some future day—say 
in the year 3000—may be glad of it. But, for to-day, it is 
a useful guide to readers, inquirers, and societies, 


A book of rich and racy gossip is The Great Secret 
and its Unfoldment in Occultism ; A Record of Forty Years’ 
Experience in the Modern Mystery’; by a Church of 
England Clergyman (London: George Redway). There is 
not a dull page in it. The writer has a story to tell and 
he knows how to tell it. We should have preferred a little 
less of Andrew Lang's half mocking banter ; but the 
nonsense really helps the sense and the very fact that this 
clergyman can chaff and doubt adds piquancy to his earnest 
stories and weight to his testimony. He speaks of himself 
as ‘ stiff-necked and sceptical,’ and yet, if one-fourth of his 
serious stories are true, he has material enough for building 
as snug a temple of faith as any man ever had to shelter him. 
Our impression, however, is that this clergyman was and is 
a much better believer than he now thinks; but his curious 
blend of occultism and criticism, of love of mystery and love 
of humour, made him, in a sense, a bad subject. But he 


it is a notable and possibly an extremely useful book. 
In an indignant raid against the sexual novels which 


prophets. A new spirit like a summer is 

all our literature. In reading the works of Cicero or Seneca, 

one must glean and glean for single humanitarian sentiments. 

Their writings are exquisite in like statues, 

but they are without heart or even English 
down to Pope 
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IN DEFENCE OF MEDIUMS. 


By ‘Genera Lonkisox.“ 


Among the many thousands of persons who, after the 


most careful investigation, have been convinced of the fact 
of spiritual communication, it is to be feared that some of 
these forget how much they are indebted to those mediums 


by whose aid their conviction has been arrived at. 

It is impossible to overestimate the value of the know 
ledge which has been gained through the agency of mediums 
Men who rejected as unsound the evidence of a future 
state of existence, as related in the Bible or enunciated 
from the pulpit, have had, by the aid of a medium, thia 
fact proved to them with as great a certainty as the electric 
telegraph can be proved a certainty. Details relative to 
the changes which occur at so-called death, the best means 
of making this change as slight as possible, the real value 
of that which is everlasting, compared with the fictitious 
value of those things now so greedily sought after by the 
majority, have all been explained to us by the aid of 
mediums, and in such a manner as to amount to positive 
proof. There are many well-meaning men connected with 
various churches who endeavour to teach us all such 
matters, bat unfortunately these men lack the knowledge. 
In one church it is taught that unless you believe certain 
dogmas you will be cast into hell fire, and tormented for 
everlasting. In another church you are told that unless 
you pay money to priests to pray for you, it will be a bad 
business, Whether, after so-called death, you remain in a 
comatose state until a trumpet sounds, and then with your 
material body come up to be judged, or whether at death 
you at once become conscious, are questions on which 
various churches differ in opinion. To hold communica- 
tion with those friends or relatives who have passed through 
this change called death, and to hear what their experiences 
have been, is most valuable. And this information we 
owe to mediums. 

Those persons who have received a scientific education 
naturally have a veneration for scientific authorities, and, 
instead of using independently their own intellect, are 
disposed to be to such authorities mere mental slaves. 
When a man, by the help of a medium, has proved hun- 
dreds of times that material objects can be moved without 
contact, by a power unknown to science, and then finds 
that a very great scientific authority constructs a childish 
instrument, fixes this to a tab'e, and then, after half-a-dozen 

i announces to the world that unconscious 


Six people are sitting at a table in a large room, fully 
lighted, when a chair from the far end of the room glides 
noiselessly up to the table, and without any contact from 
human beings, rises and falls, in response to questions or 

But this is fully explained by unconscious 
pressure ! Three people sit or stand near a small table, and 
place their hands at least six inches above the table. After 


l touch the table act as 
ean suck up stones with a bit of 
9 


easily explained,’ the sceptics 
not 
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to the world of so-called science, cease to be the blind, 
ignorant slaves of scientific authorities who assert that 
those who believe that such things occur are fools and are 
the mere victims of impostors. Careful investigators 
know ; ‘authorities’ who have not investigated do not 
know, but yet assert with all the confidence of infallibility. 
To think and judge for ourselves after finding that authori- 
ties are wrong, is a state of freedom to which we have 
ined through the aid and evidence given us by mediums. 
We owe much to mediums, but how rare they are; 
— research in connection with these occult 
rs I could name only twelve persons who were really 
n for physical manifestations, and who never 
i to give abundant proof of a power unknown to the 
oman. There probably are many others, but I have 
heen fortunate enough to meet them, and to be con- 
ced of their powers. 
What has been the treatment which nearly all these 
have received from the outside world! Which 
‘prophets haye not your fathers persecuted and 
is as pertinent a question now as it was when asked 
1.800 years ago. 
“Two hundred years ago, if a person gave evidence of 
ig those rare gifts which we now term mediumistic, 
> was burned at the stake. What was the treat- 
of the Fox girls when they proved that they were 
sed oi abnormal powers? In what manner was 
D. Home treated by men of science, and by the clergy 
d? Abroad he was the welcome guest of 
d Kings, whilst he was the esteemed friend of 
f the English aristocracy, and of a few men of 
d letters. But by the general public he was in- 
ed, and without any evidence was asserted to 
Foster, a remarkable test medium, re- 
notice in England. Slade, another test 
s under an absurd old law, sentenced to 
nt ; and so on. Those who have had the courage 
nce of mind to carefully investigate, and 
er of the facts of spiritual com- 
d have publicly proclaimed their conviction, 
ia N persecution from the ignorant, or 
if-sufficient, dogmatic, scientific, professional. 
in, Spiritualism, that’s enough to prove 
—— is by no means an uncommon 
the world is in a very queer state just 
nd millions per year in order to pay men to go 
s . something about the next state 
t the men thus sent know little about this 
y case of the blind leading the blind. 
2 are mediums who could teach these 


d at heart at the loss of those dear 
ms will visit the graves in which they 
mes are sleeping, will place flowers 
rs. If those in such sorrow only 
e that t in their own house, at 


ws, 


edside, were those who had 
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be regarded by a medium as an insult, or an evidence of 
suspicion. To treat a medium as some socalled investi- 
gators seem to imagine to be the correct way, in order to 
obtain tests, is similar to employing a blacksmith to test a 
chronometer. There is no doubt a school of science, and 
there are men who are well acquainted with the teachings 
of this school, but to imagine that these teachings are such 
as to qualify men to investigate and decide upon the truth 
or otherwise of spiritual phenomena, or the powers of a 
medium, is a fallacy. The subtlety of the laws connected 
with mediums and spiritaal phenomena is far greater than 
those connected with electricity or photography. To 
attempt to investigate these laws in the brute-force 
manner now considered necessary by some men, is, it may 
be positively stated, a mere waste of time. Such proceed- 
ings will produce nothing but negative evidence. Those 
who desire to know the trath should endeavour to make 
the medium feel at ease, and should ascertain from the 
medium what are the most satisfactory and suitable condi- 
tions for enabling results to be obtained. To commence by 
harrowing mediums, treating them as impostors, and refus- 
ing to comply with reasonable conditions, is a sure way to 
obtain nothing, or to induce fraud. During the first twenty 
years of my investigations I never was present ata dark 
séance ; Home, Foster, Mrs. Marshall, and a private lady 
medium, would rarely sit in the dark, yet all the most 
powerful manifestations occurred with them. On several 
occasions I have discussed with those spirits who attended 
our circles as to what their opinions and conclusions were 
as to the manner of treating mediums, and the best course 
to be adopted for obtaining results. From these com- 
munications very remarkable information has been obtained, 
which casts a light on the so-called fraud and trickery of 
some mediums. 
Should space be granted me, I may at a future date 

offer to the readers of Liaur suggestions which have been 
given me through this means. 


THE NEW PHOTOGRAPHY. 


The discovery by Professor Rontger, of Wurtzberg, of s new 
light which penetrates wood and animal tissues, without, how- 
ever, penetrating bones and metals, has, says Industries and 
Iron,’ been corroborated by some striking experiments per- 
formed by Mr. Campbell Swinton, of 66, Victoria-street, West- 
minster. Mr. Swinton allowed this light, which is developed in 
a Crookes’ tube by an inductive electric current, to fall upon 
the photographie plate covered by wooden slides, in front of 
which various objects, such as keys, coins, ebonite rings, Åc., 
had been placed The plate, after a few minutes’ exposure, was 
developed, and impressions then were found of all the objects 
save the ebonite rings and some pieces of cardboard. It appears 
that the wooden case surrounding the sensitive plate is quite 
translucent to the new light. One plate on which the image of a 
leather purse, containing some coins, had been thrown, showed 
the coins only, the leather being translucent to the light, and the 
coins only visible. Another plate showed the skeleton of a hand, 
and on the small finger a ring appeared upon the bony part, no 
flesh or muscles being visible. Mr. Swinton found, moreover, 
that aluminium, contrary to some other metals, is quite as 
translucent under these conditions as wood, and, indeed, made 
successful photographs of metallic objects taken through 
aluminium sheets. From experiments the same gentleman 
concludes that the new light contains rays which are absorbable 
by iodine, and that it is likely these are the ultra violet rays, 
though that, of course, is only presumption. At present no 
definite idea has yet been formed as to the real nature of the 
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window. The photographs obtained are, therefore, of the 
nature of shadows, and their great sharpness is itself a testimony 
that the new radiation must be propagated in straight lines. 
The radiation passes in straight lines easily through paper, 
cardboard, or wood, and produces photographie effects after 
having passed through two complete packs of cards. The photo- 
graphs may be taken in ordinary daylight if the plate is kept in 
its dark slide, which will completely cut off all ordinary light 
rays and yet transmit the new radiation. One of the photographs 
which Professor Réntgen has sent to Professor Schuster shows 
a complete image of a compass needle, with the divisions into 
degrees of the circle over which the needle is placed. The 
compass needle, before being photographed, was placed inside a 
metal box. As flesh, skin, and cartilage are more transparent 
than bone, the photograph of a hand gives a complete outline of 
the bones of the hand and fingers, the outline of the flesh being 
only very faintly marked. 

Professor Paul Czermark, of Graz, has, the ‘Daily News’ 
Vienna correspondent says, succeeded in photographing a living 
skull without its fleshly integument by means of Professor 
Rontgen's rays. An editor of the Grazer Tagblatt.“ eager to 
observe the process, offered to have his skull ‘taken.’ But 
when he saw the result he absolutely refused to have the picture 
reproduced or even shown to anyone except men of science. He 
is reported not to have slept a wink since he saw his own 
* death’s-head.’ 


THE ORIGIN OF SPIRITUALISM. 
By Q@zsror Virs. 
(Continued from page 29.) 


lt is the apparent division of the real dual-units or selves into 
masculine and feminine, or positive and negative, or wisdom and 
love, which gives rise to the planes of appearances, and it is 


permanently, though unbeknown to external perception, thus 


apprehension. 
It is the fact that the dual-units of Reality or conscious-selves 
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manency and must evolve correlatively with the successivi 
generations of selves who are impelled in permanent sequence 
from the centre to the circumference of our universe, in thei 
circuit of becoming, and thus constitute and entail the * becom 
ing’ or evolution of our macrocosm ; of which the whole include 
manifestation of past, present and future, is but the unfolding 
into various modes of actuality, of the determination implici 
in the eternal mediacy of the Infinite Conscious-Life, flowing iy 
immanence through its selves, 

All selves are but finited expressions of the Infinite Mind o. 
intellect or conscious-life, in process of appearing or externalis 
ing itself in sentient forms of life. All selves are consequently 
the One omnipresent, universal, vital-thought, which, as in 
finite, is subject to no law or condition, but, as finited in at 
infinity of forms, becomes subject to its own self-constituted 
diverse modes and conditions and planes of actuality (noi 
illusion). The Infinite is, therefore, the sole Reality of, and in, 
each and every finite self (whether man, spirit, angel, or God) 
and for any finite to claim to be able to mould and control the 
Infinite operating within and through it, or to to direct its pro- 
cessus through other selves, is sheer nonsense, i.e. illusion. 
The Real in us is the Universal. We are the Real appearin 
in actuality. To affirm our independence is to identify vuri 
selves with appearances and to live in illusion. To recognise 
our dependence on the Universal is to identify ourselves with 
Reality. 

While itis the gods in the supreme central state of our parti- 
cular universe who are the determiners of all the expression 
entailed ; of all the evolution that gradually unfolds through the 
ages of duration in the intermediate and in our external planes, 
yet these gods are themselves also finited units of the Infinite, 
through whom the Infinite proceeds and determines them by its 
eternal flux or mediation. It is the immanence of this One in 
the All which gives us our power to think ; our power to relate 
and distinguish the world external to us and to realise that it is 
for us, and the power, when turning inwards, to identify our- 
selves with the Infinite and realise that we are for the Intinite 
as the world is for us, and that the Infinite in us is the One 
Unity or universal, unifying all. 

Now, admitting that there is no law in the partial or sub- 
ordinate which is not already in its transcendent and supreme, 
it follows that our process of thinking is but a finited 
reflection of the process of thinking of the Universal or Infinite. 
By analysing our own thinking process and at the same time 
identifying ourselves with the Infinite, we realise that as we 
transcend while distinguishing things external or subordinate 
to us, so the Infinite, while transcending, must distinguish us 
and thus give us permanent individuality. 

But in di ishing we simultaneously relate external 
things and thus unify them. So also must the Infinite similarly 
unify and include us, thereby showing us to be eternal. It is 
this transcending and transcendent element in all selves which 
is the Reality within us ; the Infinite which ever recedes before 
the regarding finited mind; which can never be comprised by 


consciousness within us and the different planes of correlated 
being in the Universe; which unifies its self-constituted discrete 
degrees of being, coagulated and subordinated in the descending 
circuit, and transmuted and transcended in the ascending cir- 
ich process it ever presents new experiences, i.e., 
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; life mediates itself in an eternal flux from 

self to self, including and transcending these, even 

sour own conscious-life proceeds through while including yet 

ag every cell in our organisms ; and this in every 

ive plane, thus constituting the process of thinking and 

ing, Ke. The not-self is related by the self from without, 
up and transmuted on the return circuit.’ 


“THE RATIONALE OF MESMERISM '* 


i. P. Sinnett fascinates his reader by his style, his logic, 
pt illustrations; and his connection with the Theo- 
ty proves him to be consistent, courageous, and 
lily honest ; we must, therefore, be on our guard, lest 
we raise Our hats to him he should ‘ steal away our brains’ 


** 
of Mesmerism' throws light both on Mesmerism 
innett. The title would lead one to expect a theory 
m facts; but the book turns out to be a ‘working hypo- 
th a moral attached. This working hypothesis’ is no- 
than the whole Theosophical teaching—‘seven prin- 
incarnation, Karma, Kama Loca, &c.; and the moral 
ching should be accepted. Mr. Sinnett says :— 
lieving I can bring into an orderly and coherent 
hitherto disorderly and apparently chaotic facts of 
bservation, I can only do this by constant reference 
of spiritual teaching set forth in modern Theo- 
tire. Mesmerism can be explained by what is 
l the esoteric doctrine, and certainly in no other way. 
plume treats, in successive chapters, of Old and New 
‘Th Mesmeric Force, The Real Literature of Mesmer- 
ight on Mesmeric Phenomena, Curative Mesmerism, 
s Effects and Rigidity, The Nature of Sensitiveness, 
nee, and Mesmeric Practice. 
mett, being a thorough-going upholder of the ‘ fluid 
nds Mesmer against Braid and the Hypnotists. 
versal Fluid ' approximates curiously to the Ether 
ce. Add a few psychic attributes to the Ether, 
for a Theosophist, and—‘there you are’! In 
Mesmer, however, Mr. Sinnett hardly does justice to 
the modern Hypnotists. Braid's later writings 
ons that his theory does not cover all the ground ; 
è now so circumscribed ‘true Hypnotism’ 
en proposed to confine the name to the simple 
follows monotonous attention ; while some eminent 
ms, if we mistake not, habitually employ the term 
and employ it for the same reason that Mr. 
—because it connotes no theory. 
obably no phenomenon of modern Hypnotism that 
in some form to the old Mesmerisers. What 
s have done is this: they have experimentally 
Jementary phase of Mesmerism which the old 
strictly alone, because ‘suggestion ' interfered 
curative action of the passes and with clairvoyant 
vo chief objects which those old worthies had 
pnotism, besides bringing to light a 
in a department of Mesmerism that 
l; has added more than one 
e, the curative value of which is immense. 
) post-hypnotic suggestion acts 
this command is obeyed by the inner 
or supra-conscious self, which seems to 
n as a potter does his clay. Again, 
d mesmeric with an easy 
ptibility to the mesmeric 
d patient. The old Mes- 
as this extreme suscepti- 
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It is when we come to Mr. Sinnett’s ‘explanations’ of the 
mesmeric phenomena that we hesitate to follow him—we do 
not declare him to be wrong, but we cannot assert that he 
is right. Mr. Sinnett seems to us to struggle manfally to 
sustain, in the interests of Theosophy, a very difficult position. 
Theosophists, like other believers in revelation, expect their 
revelations to meet and explain every possible event or fact in 
Nature ; and this gives its professors a pretty hard task, sinse 
at present the facts are necessarily far less familiar to Theo- 
sophists than is their own theory. Those who have no Cosmic 
system depending for its credit upon its power to solve all the 
enigmas of life, do not feel themselves constrained to explain 
the apparently inexplicable, and find suspended judgment a 
perfectly bearable inental state, at least in the absence, asis the 
case here, of sufficient data to bring fact up to the level of 
theory. Still, we agree with Mr, Sinnett in two points which he 
considers of vital importance in the study of Mesmerism. The 
first is that ‘Mesmeric phenomena are either wholly or partially 
psychic in their nature, the second is that the other planes of 
nature’ are actual realities, not mere phantasmagoria of our 
earth-consciousness. This latter conception Mr. Sinnett calls ‘the 
second great idea among those taught by occult science’ :— 
Viz., that the planes of nature of which I speak (the 
astral and the spiritual) as higher or superior to those which 
we see around us, are all abundantly stocked with the beings, 
things, objects of creation, whatever we may call them, which 
properly belong to their nature, while to a consciousness 
which becomes translated to any one of these planes, such 
scenery or inhabitants will be as fully perceptible as the scenery 
and inhabitants of the earth are perceptible to waking vision. 

We venture to think that both of these two important occult 
principles are familiar enough to Spiritualists. 

Some of che positions which Mr. Sinnett's theory obliges 
him to take up would, we imagine, be dispated by practical 
Mesmerists. For instance, although he is evidently well read 
in mesmeric literature, he still attributes clairvoyance wholly 
to powers or susceptibilities residing in the subject, as, indeed, 
seems necessitated by his theory; whereas nothing is more 
evident, if the old authorities are to be believed, than that the 
power of calling out this clairvoyant faculty resides to a large 
extent in the operator—some Mesmerists never meeting with 
clairvoyance, others evoking it every time. Again, Mr. Sinnett 
does not allude to the theory, which some writers have con- 
sidered a valid reason for the name Animal Magnetism,’ that 
the operator, by his passes, sets up a state of polarity in the 
subject in some way analogous to that induced ina piece of 
steel by stroking it with a magnet. 

Mr. Sinnett accepts to the full the old theory of ‘a fuid,’ 
but his presentation of this idea is so materialistic that it would 
almost seem that a liquid is what he has in his mind's eye, for 
he talks of the mesmeriser ‘drenching’ the subject with his 
aura, and of his absorbing bad aura’ in his hands, like a 
sponge.” Surely such metaphors are likely to mislead, since 
the ‘fluid’ in question is supposed to be even less material 
than electricity ! The Theosophical theory of elementals, again, 
causes Mr. Sinnett to dispose, in a very strange way, of * bad 
aura’ after it has been abstracted from a patient (aura being 
the ‘fluid’ that courses through the nerves). Clairvoyants 
have frequently said that the Mesmeriser, hy his s, draws 
off from the patient some ‘astral’ stuff that looks to them like 
mud, and which, when the Mesmeriser shakes it off his hands, 
falls to the floor and soon e ; but ‘elementals’ enter 

into Mr. Siunett’s philosophy, and these unpleasant 
creatures have to be fed upon appropriate food ; so, when the 
iser draws off the ‘ magnetism,’ he should, we are 


flourish his hands about, which signals the elementals to 
come and gobble it up. Mr. Sinnett seems to mean this, although 
he does not actually say signals, or ‘ gobble it up '; he says :— 
There are, N to the teachings of occult science, 
entities in Nature on the supra-physical plane in which such 
bad ism would find its own sphere, I will not say abso- 
lutely of utility, Rotate Dhak wool be begging a very come 
plicated question, but at all events its own appropriate sphere, 
We welcome this re-issue of Mr. Sinnett’s treatise on Mes- 
merism, even though we do not (and, not being Th i 
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DEEP SEA SOUNDINGS, 


The last number of the ‘ Proceedings of the Psychical 
Research Svciety,’ to which we have already referred, 
grapples with a problem the solution of which, we are in- 
clined to think, can never dawn upon man at this stage 
of his existence. The Society, through Mrs. Sidgwick, 
attacked the about six years ago, upon the publi- 
cation of her Paper ‘On the Evidence for Premonitions.’ 
That Paper, as Mr. Myers reminds us, contained a collection 
of the best cases of apparent premonition which had been 
received ap to that time, during six years of inquiry, Mrs. 
Sidgwick's cases, some thirty in number, were regarded as 
‘ to establish so strange a conclusion,’ but they 
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oan never cease to seem impossible. The great reality, the 
one obvious certainty is, or seems to bo, the present, What 

ever is doubtful, that seems certain; whatever belongs to 
the things that ‘are not what they seem,’ the present seoms 
absolutely certain, divided by an impassable barrier from 
the future and from the actions yet unimagined and yet to 
occur. But it appears that this also is an illusion Wo are 

called upon to emancipate ourselves from the illusion of 

Time if we can; to conceive of the so-called Future as 

already there, though we know not where, and to face the 

fact that ‘apparent time-progression is a subjective human 
sensation, and not inherent in the universe as that exists 
in an Infinite Mind.’ ‘Fow mon,’ says Mr. Myers, have 
pondered long on these probloms of Past and Future with 

out wondering whether Past or Future be in very truth 
more than a name—whether we may not be apprehending 
as a stream of sequence that which is an ocean of co-exist 

ence.” That seems absurd beyond all telling. Was 
Jameson's raid there before it occurred ! or has Parliament 
already met for the so-called ‘coming Session,’ and is the 
next General Election already over, all that remains for us 
being to slice up our cake and get to the plums and the grit 
in the procession of what we foolishly imagine are ‘months’ 
and ‘years’? 

What lanatic questions—apparently ! 
are we to say to these cases of precognition | 
it that out of the darkness there wells up the ‘fact’ for 
which the world has to wait until it what we call ‘occurs `} 
The crash occurs, in the heavens, says Mr. Myers, and one 
receives the impression of the lightning, say seven seconds 
before that of the thunder. In like manner, May not 
seventy years intervene between my perceptions of birth 
and death as easily as seven seconds between my percep 
tions of the flash and the peal! And may not some inter 
communication of consciousness enable the wider self to call 
to the narrower, the more central to the more external, 
„At such an hour this shock will reach you! Listen for the 
nearing roar!"" So that premonition or precognition is 
only a kind of telegraphic message telling of a gale already 
existing before it reaches us, or of a sunny day at hand, 
and already golden and blue, when it is at present midnight 
with us. Thus considered, life may be regarded as a pro 
cession or a panorama ; and we think we are transacting 
business or making history when we are only looking at a 
show. 

But Mr. Myers does not leave the matter here. It 
would be hopeless to do that. He admits and feels the 
need of the bridge of spirit help. He plainly alludes 
to this when he refers to certain experiences that 
‘reveal a knowledge which must have come from the 
memories of other living persons, or (as I hold) of departed 
spirits’; and again he says, ‘I ascribe some precognitions 
to the reasoned foresight of disembodied spirits, just as I 
ascribe some retrocognitions to their surviving memory.’ 
Here we are on comparatively solid and familiar ground, 
beyond which, for a long time, we shall hardly, even in 
nation, go. Life in the spirit-world may liberate 
powers of observation, insight, and inference; and, 

purposes, what we know as preoognition 
as the variously communicated knowledge 
where we are blind, and detect fulfilments 
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TYPE-WRITING WITHOUT HUMAN CONTACT. 


By Questor Virw. 


The medium, Dr. Rogers, through whom the type- 
writing was presented in Carnegie Hall, New York, which 
T described a short time ago, has since then been imprisoned 
for fraudulent personation in connection with materialisa- 
tions, This fact will naturally cast suspicion upon all 
other phenomena which have been presented through him. 
T thorefore determined to obtain confirmatory evidence, if 

of the presentation of similar phenomena through 
her channels, 

Having learned that independent type-writing had 
first occurred in the house of Mrs. J. W. 
Chicago, I called upon that lady. She informed me that 
the first experiment of that character had been made by 
the direction of her guides, who had instructed her, about 
ix yours ago, to purchase a type-writer, and to invite 
Bangs to visit her, when in that lady’s presence it 
mde to operate independently. Subsequently the 
phenomenon occurred in the presence of Hugh 
* through Wr. Cambell. In each case the 
d free from human contact. Mrs. Vorhees has 
** a written statement, which T annex hereto. 
hen called on Miss Bangs and explained the 
nt implication cast by the arrest of Rogers, and 
er if she would give an illustration of the 

under conditions which would admit of 
ion, to which request she consented. 
of the inferences of mechanical connections sug- 
Ee Mr. Thaddeus Hyatt in ‘ Licir’ of November 
ipa on Mr. A. V. Abbot, chief engineer of 
th Company, and consulted him with 
e mode by which a type-writer could be worked 
ae In order to work a type-writer 
ity each key would require to have an electro- 
tached, somewhat similar to those by which 
ers are made to work in telegraphy in response 
mitting keys. Each electro-magnet or induction- 
receptor keys would have to be connected by a 
ive current with the equivalent transmitting keys 

r machine in another room or house. The 

sils on the receiving keys would then act as 
and move the keys on receipt of the currents from 

‘of the transmitting machine. Mr. Abbot 

| the opinion that if one were to work it out to its 
perhaps, by using currents of different 
d intensities, the appliances might possibly be- 
b the necessary currents might be trans- 
three flexible strands (but entailing con- 
ach key). But I found that the Smith 
used by Miss Bangs has seventy-eight 

$ gall currents working separate 
„or keys, transmissible over one wire, 
1 fam acquainted, is twelve, and that 
te appliances. At that ratiosix strands 
to work a seventy-eight-keyed type- 
her doubt the feasibility of Mr, 


Vorhees, of 


age 
ollowin, day I went to Miss Bangs, I 
* io t pewrite and its stand should 
the séance commenced, They were 
pcordingly ; I found that 

tached to the machine, 
tran Smith Promier, 
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common four-legged wooden one. I carefully examined its 
legs and found that no wires transpierced them. 

I myself then assisted to carry the table and machine 
into the séance room and selected the place where it was to 
stand (after first examining the carpeted floor). We then 
sat down, I sat in front of the machine, with its keys 
facing me, its back being turned to Miss Bangs, who sat 
opposite me, on the other side of the table. I sat very close 
to the machine, my legs being pushed under the table, and 
during the séance I several times moved the whole table 
several inches over the floor, by pushing it with my knees 
which were entirely below it. My hands (joined to those 
of my neighbours) rested on the table and in contact with 
the machine, with which I kept in touch all the time, I 
moved the machine repeatedly from side to side while it 
was working, so as to be able to affirm that it was not 
connected with the table. 

At one side of Miss Bangs, between myself and her, 
were two gentlemen. At the other side were two gentle- 
men, with Mrs. Bangs, senior, between them. I append 
a letter from each of the gentlemen who sat at the sides of 
Miss Bangs, showing that she retained touch of their 
hands during the whole of the séance, 
was taken from a block or pad. 
with my signature ; 


The paper used 
1 endorsed five sheets 
Mr. A. endorsed one sheet. One sheet 
thus endorsed was detached from the block and placed in 
the machine, the others being left adhering to the block. 
The light was then turned out, and we sat in total dark- 
ness, during which I retained touch of the machine with 
my fingers.* 

After the machine had begun to work, I bent my head 
down over it, touching the keys almost with my nose 
while it continued to work. I passed my hand, without 
losing grasp of that of my neighbour, over the keys and 
over the whole machine several 
silence, while it continued to work. As stated, I retained 
touch of it with my fingers all the time, moving it about 
over the table, and moving the table with my knees. 

Five or six messages were written on separate sheets 
to different people present, including the one to myself 
appended hereto, When the first sheet had been com- 
pleted it was taken out by the invisible powers; another 
sheet was then torn off the block, lying close to Mr. 
Stobbs on the table, by the same powers, and put into the 
machine. The messages were folded up when finished and 
pushed, some of them into the pocket of Mr. Stobbs, and 
others below the hands of Mr. A., on the other side of the 
medium. 


times at intervals in 


The most interesting evidence was, however, given at 
my suggestion, in order to meet all possible inferences of 
mechanical connection or appliances. And this suggestion 
was only made towards the end of the séance. Miss 
Bangs had no knowledge of my intention in that respect, 
and, consequently, could not be prepared beforehand for 
such a proposal, The four gentlemen present were 
requested to each take hold of a corner of the machine 
(without breaking the circuit or circle of hands), and 
to hold the machine in the air about a foot and a half or 
two feet above the table, during which time it continued 
to work, and with exceptional rapidity. I passed my left 
hand and arm, leading that of my neighbour, over the 
whole surface of the table and round its edges, also from 
side to side in the air below the machine, feeling the 
bottom of the machine also as it was held suspended and 
continued to work. This showed conclusively that it 


worked independently of any mechanical appliances or 
connections, 


* Ay to remimi my readers that L have given two illustrations, on 
* and S87 of Laux. 1895, of occasions on which the operation 
the keys cecurred in sufficient light for them to be seen, and in which 

was plainly visible that they operated independently of any bamaa 
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At the suggestion of the ‘control’ T subsequently 
changed places with Mr. A. and sat next to the medium. 
The control then materialised the hand with which 
he had done the work and stroked my head and face 
and shoulder; Miss Bangs’ hand remaining in contact with 
mine during the experience. The control stated in reply to 
my questions that he worked the machine by means of 
polarising energy transmitted from his spiritual hand, and 
only materialised his fingers to tear and fold the paper, or 
touch the sitters. 

Usually, it appears, this control speaks with an inde- 
pendent voice, but on this occasion he could not do so, 
Miss Bangs being afflicted with hoarseness to the degree of 
almost entailing the loss of her voice. This was much to 
be deplored, as I could no doubt have obtained complete 
information as to the process followed, from that indepen- 
dent voice. (This is also an interesting illustration of the 
dependence of phenomena on the conditions presented.) 

T must state that Miss Bangs lent herself with complete 
goodwill and courtesy to every suggestion on my part, as 
soon as she was satisfied that my Suggestions implied 
critical verification only, and not arbitrary scepticism. 

Here we have a most wonderful evidence of the per- 
sistence of individual self-consciousness after death, accom- 
panied by a power of using energy for the transmission of 
thought, and thus communicating with us (in certain given 
conditions). Yet for six years this mode of communication 
has functioned, and the world knows it not, or when it 
does, remains dumb and iadifferent. I hope that this 
report may induce some electrician of repute to take up the 
investigation, provided that he may be prepared to accept 
the conditions laid down by the invisible Operators, and not 
pretend to himself determine under what conditions the 
phenomenon is to be produced. 


LETTER FROM MRS. VOREH ERS. 
Cricaso, Inn. 
“an December 5th, 1895. 
—Pardon my seeming neglect in not 
favour of the Ard ere this ; my delay was wenden ot — 
the following statement may prove all you desire: 
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STATEMENT OF ÍR. J. A.’ 
Umrcaco. 
December Sth, 1895. 

Deak Sin. At your request I herewith send you a shor 
Statement of the typo-writing séance held at Miss Bangs’, 10, 
Elizabeth-street, Chicago, on December 4th, 1895, to which 
Séance you kindly invited me as a Spectator. Briefly stated, tho 
conditions were as follows : 

A small room about twelve feet square, all the doors being 
locked and the keys being held by yourself during the séance, 
eight persons being present forming a circle joining hands. In 
the centre of the circle was placed a small wooden table, on top 
of which was placed a Smith Premier Type-writer. The machine 
and table being carefully examined before the séance, it was 
found free from wires or electrical attachments of any kind, the 
machine being simply placed on top of the table with the key- 
board facing yourself, you being seated about one and one-half 
foot distant. On the opposite side of the table from where you 
Sat, and at the back of the machine, a medium sat. 1 sitting next 
the medium on her left, her left hand touching mine constantly 
at intervals of about five seconds each: the connection in the 
cirele being thus broken and closed constantly, ‘The lights were 
turned out, and in a few moments the machine began to write 
on a sheet of paper, placed in the machine before starting, 
bearing your signature. Five or six messages were written 
during about one hour and a quarter. Two of the messages I 
received personally, of a personal character, one of them being 
from a person whose name was unknown to the medium or any 
person present. After the first message was written, additional 
sheets of paper were torn from the tablet, placed in the 
machine, and written upon; and were removed and others 
substituted. Towards the end of the séance, with the consent 
of the medium, the machine was raised from the table about 
two feet, and held in that position while the writing continued. 
The writing was very rapid, I should judge at the rate of about 
one hundred and twenty-five words per minute. On the whole, 
I think no better conditions could have been asked for, 
excepting the fact that the room was in total darkness. From 
the position in which the medium was located, it would have 
been a physical impossibility for her to have, in any way, 
touched the key-board. The hands of all the sitters being 
joined during the entire séance, it would seem also that the 
writing must have been produced by some agency entirely out- 
side of the medium and the persons forming the circle.—Very 
traly yours, ev AS 


STATEMENT OF MR. L. F. STOBBS, ATTORNEY. 
Harvey, III., December Sth, 1895. 


I hereby certify that at the type-writing séance held 
December 4th, 1895, by Mrs. Lizzie S. Bangs, at her home in 
Chicago, Minois, present, Mr. M., Mr. A., Mr. Turner, Mr. 
Powell, another gentleman and lady, and myself; my position 
was at the right of the medium, with one hand resting on the 
table, the other clasping the left hand of my neighbour on tho 
right. This neighbour lifted one side of the type-writer from 
the table at one time during the séance, the gentleman opposite 
him on the other side holding up the other side of the machine. 
My right hand held his left wrist at the time. While-the type- 
writer was so suspended in the air the writing was being done on 
the machine, the keys keeping up a constant clicking, in rapid 
operation, it was so suspended, and while the writing 
Mr. M. passed his hands between the table and 
= The messages were written 

. M. and Mr. A. prior to tho 
on out of the machine by a 
touched my own, and 
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. test,“ and most satisfactory to all. The harmony 
circle z the extreme ‘test’ conditions throughout the 
stance ; and the astonishing results, demonstrating the presence 
our invisible friends beyond all question, have made a lasting 
upon my mind—as an experience never to be 
Tt is with pleasure I give my evidence—a drop in 
an ' of proofs of spirit-return, of the reality and intelli- 
gence that is beyond the mortal death—the spirit hirth.— Re- 
Frank L. Sronns. 


Y 
STATEMENT OF MR. o. A. TURNER, 

= T confirm the fact that Mr. M. passed his hand over the 
machine while in connection with mine, and we felt no hand in 
contact with the keys. Also we passed our hands under the 
machine while the other gentlemen held the machine in the 

L the table. We moved onr hands across the table 
fron side to side, and found no connection with the table, during 


— machine continued to work. 
; O. A. TURNER. 


a p 


TYPR-WKITTEN MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO MR. M. 


M RI 
anto 


b oF Haurn, — Nou have come here to-day in 
tion of this particular phase of spirit communion with 
“Although we are not able at this hour to bring you in 
mmunion with your individual friends from the higher 
trust that the manifestation of this writing will 

nce to you that under proper conditions nothing 
with the spirit. On no subject do the intricate laws 
d careful study more than when you enter the 
ms. The phenomena of spirit writings and other 
paan are not generally understood—and because not 

i not believed. Happy are they who have received 
evidence as to give them knowledge, as you, my 
ill be able to realise in time and by investigation. 1 
pleased to again meet you in this way, and doubt not 
hall be able to bring you in communion with those near 
è other side of life. 


ne 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpore of 
presenting g views that may elicit discussion i 


Mrs. Britten and the Marylebone Assoo'ation. 

Sin. A President of the Marylebone Association of 
Spiritualists, I wish to offer a few words of explanation in 
regard to the letter from Mrs. Britten which appeared in your 
last issue. 

We received a letter from Mrs. Britten on Christmas morn- 
ing, stating that she would be in London on January 18th, on 
business, and would speak for the Marylebone Association on 
the 19th if we so wished. Mrs. Everitt replied to her that 
there would be a committee meeting on Monday, December 
30th, when the matter would be brought before them. The 
committee decided to accept Mrs. Britten's offer, provided Mr. 
Long, who had been fixed for January 19th, would give way for 
her. I wrote to Mr. Long, and he promptly consented. Matters 
having thus far been satisfactorily arranged, Mrs. Everitt wrote 
to Mrs. Britten on December 31st, saying that the committee 
had accepted her kind offer, and that she would hear officially 
from the secretary in due course. Mrs. Britten was, therefore, 
in full possession of the fact in about a week from the time her 
offer was received, and not three weeks, as she has stated, which 
is a mistake on her part. 

It is true that, through some error, the official letter from 
the secretary was not sent till a week later, but the fact remains 
that Mrs. Britten had received the information from Mrs. 
Everitt, one of the committee, without loss of time—that is, 
within about a week. We very much regret that there should 
have been any misunderstanding between us and our greatly- 
esteemed co-worker and friend ; but under the circumstances 
we think that very little blame indeed can rightly be attributed 
to the Marylebone Association. 

Hendon. 


Tros. Evenrrr. 


An Astrological Society. 

Sin. —It may be of interest to many of your readers to know 
that the meeting of astrologers, publicly announced several 
months ago, was held in London on January Mth (12.50 noon). 
Those present unanimously resolved to start an Astrological 
Society for the purpose of banding together all interested in the 
ancient science. Mr. Alan Leo was appointed president for the 
first year, and a council of ten members was elected, who were 
instructed to draft rules and submit them for consideration at 
the next meeting. 

If any of your readers desire information before deciding 
whether to join the Society, such can be obtained from Mr. 
Alan Leo, at 1 and 2, Bouverie-street, Fleet-street, London. 

H. S. Greex. 


Mr. Slater's Prophecies. 

Sin. —When Mr. Slater, the American medium, was in 
London last summer he, at one of the meetings in the Cavendish 
Rooms, told a lady she would have an offer in July for a house 
she wished to sell; she was not to accept that, but was to wait 
till August, when she would have an offer of the sum she 
cequired vis., £600. As I heard the prophecy and was greatly 
interested as an inquirer in spiritualistie phenomena, I 
determined to follow the matter up. When August was past | 
made several inquiries at Cavendish Rooms. One of the officials 
(I believe it was the secretary) told me he was equally interested 
and would let me know if he heard of the fulfilment of the 
prophecy. Seeing a lady at the Cavendish Rooms one Sunday 
whom I believed to be the recipient of the prophecy, I pointed 
her out to the secretary. He said he did not think it was the 
lady. I could do no more at the time; but another Sunday, a 
few weeks ago, the same lady was recognised by a friend who 
had also heard the prophecy. I thereapon ventured to speak 
to her, To my surprise, while admitting her identity, she said 
the snow was not yet on the ground, and Mr. Slater had fore- 
told that the offer which she would accept would be mado 
— time before the snow was on the ground.’ Having only 
gaga though it was pretty positive, I 
n Since then, however, I have turned up my tile 

ind the report of the prophecy quite definite, 
Septon Bhp a The offers were to be in 
nd Augu t and is nothing about ‘snow.’ There is 

y a misunderstanding somewhere, and perhaps somo of 

an throw a light upon i F. r. 
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Propagandism. 
Sin. —I am glad to notice your stirring remarks on this 
sabject in the issue of the 18th inst. Why should not all you 
aost Ami much more be realised in this mem arable year | 
‘Another € City Temple" there is certainly mom for in 
London. A good site would be the Okt Bailey where Newgate 
now stands (for prisons will not be always wanted), and the 
dadimerance of the captice ` is pre-eminently the work of the 
church of the Spirit—slias, the ‘ New Dispensation.’ But ere 
this is possible much joonockastic work has to be done 

zr down before building up. Who will join hands in this 
‘Haly War’! The Salvation Army friends have set, and do 
set, as a noble example ; their active energy and adaptation 
to the tastes of the people have done marvellous work 
in extending their cause, as the Times newspaper said some 
years sgo- Are Spiritualists to be behind those who have no 
fects om which to postulate their theory of immortality ; when 
every day in a thousand places communion with the immortals 
takes place, and they and their ‘dying worki,’ as they call it, 
know nothing about these things When we first had experience 
of this glorious truth it was our great joy to make it known, 
and we coukd not wait until a temple or room coald be used, 
but the broad canopy of bearen covered and inspired our poor 
words, which we know made wany glad in leading them to the 

ion of this new-born hope. 

Where are the young men who I expected ten years ago 
would furm an army for this propaganda work? Are they 
found enjoying themselves im listening to the torrents of 
eloquence of oar speakers, or at the séance chatting with the 
dear ones ‘from over there. and never boldly telling the world 
tbat the so-called dead are alive, and giving them the blessing 
of this great joy! i À 

Ir the young men and young ladies had the courage of their 
convictions and would come out and declare them publicly, what 
grand results the year would show. I know there area few 
workers in your parks and elsewhere, but they want to be 
imereased a hundred fold. AN honour to those who have and 
will bear the flag aloft in the near future in and around London. 
It was by out-of-door work, and distribution of literature, that 
the Evangelical revival under Whitfield and Wesley took place, 
bat their gospel was poor in comparison with ours. The Lord 
has given the word’; where are the grest number of those who 
will publish it ! Bevan Hanss. 


Why Do Spirits Differ ? 

Sra,—I beg your pardon for taking the liberty to trouble you 
seeking for truth wherever it may be found, I venture to trouble 
you, boping thst you may, perhaps, be able to make ase of my 
few remarks im your valuable paper. (I am s Hungarian, there- 
fore you will exeuse my faalty expressions and bad style, which 
I you will kindly correct wherever you find it necessary.) 

issae of Len of November 30th, 1895, a question 
was repestediy put, why higher spirits have different views con- 
cerning Christ. 


which is put to the 
eee 


has the 
' nge of 
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and their inhabitants; nothing about comets or nahn? 
— rt r nebula 


their naturo ; nothing about Heaven or Hell. Our k 
has not increased a bit through their communications 
seem only to be better informed about the kind of earthly; 
which concern or interest men in their daily doings and : 


the future. Their power to pass throug 


cle must be very limited. as not one of then 
for instance, the inside of our earth lo 
of earthquakes are, or of volcanic erupt 
seers. like Andrew Jackson Davis and ot 
the unknown world and the planets of our 
likely to be correct, because these gent 
another ; consequently one or the other 
of them. Tè is just the same with the so-called « 


tions of the different religions. The or i thi * 
true is, that the life beyond will bea better and lovelier one for 
those who have followed the right path on earth. But if x 
never have any other advantage from spirit communion 
the certitude of the immortality of the soul, this pr al 


such a blessing that all mankind should be thankful for eve 
Spiritualism for it, and should highly esteem this science it 
of ridiculing or persecuting it. Al things conc 
the highest spheres, and the final purpose of the w? 
will be for ever a secret tor humanity, and no spirits will ever 
be in a position to satisfy our curiosity about such matters 
They do not know more about it than we do. It ren 
hypothesis for them as well as for us. For that reasot 
cannot tell us for certain whether Christ was a God or 
a man. Those spirits who know it already are probably so far 
away from earthly spheres that they are quite unable to hold 
any communications with us. 
Gonobitz, South Styria, 
Austria. 


Br. J. Mixos. 


Theosophical Animus. 

Sm,—Permit me to give, for the benefit of others than 
Theosophists (Blavatskyan), an excerpt from a notice ir 
“Lucifer,” for November last, p. 250, on A Collection e 
Esoteric Writings of (the late) T. Subba Row.’ which 
reference is made to my work entitled ‘The Philosophy of 
Spirit,’ as follows :— 

Mr. Oxley’s intolerant hatred of Theosophy seems partly 

explained by the review of his book on *The Philosophy of 

it. by our author (T. S. R). His ignorance of Eastern 

y, and his presumption in dogmatising upon it, 

receive a treatment which one must admit to be galling, as 

the powerful crite plays with him in a manner the easy 

humour of which cannot disguise its piercing irony and keen 
contempt. 

The animus of the writer is here too obvious to be over- 
looked, and this, forsooth, comes after (or before) the wail of 
Mrs. Besant that the overtures of Theosophists to Spiritualists 
have not been responded to, Ke., Ke. A more gross, un- 
mannerly personal attack upon s fair and openhanded opponent 
it is not possible to conceive. The other notices, or reviews, of 
books are all signed, but this is an exception. I wrote Mr. 
Mead (the acting editor of Lucifer ), asking if he allowed any 


I: is not the criticism of T. S. Row that 
animus of the writer who indulges in such 
er I telt galled by the powerful critic, I 
of such as are interested in the matter. 
rst ice work. ‘The Philosophy of Spirit.“ is 
eos: hist,” December, 1881, p. 62, by Madame 
from her standpoint, is fair and respectful. The 
valanker, a chela who some time ago 
owi: for his then opinions, is also 
course, at variance on many 
15 
by T. Subba Row (see May, 1889, 
standpoint, but examined 
standpoint.” He starts with :— 


l 


er 


January 25, 1896.) 


ti as to their crude notions about * disembodied 

fatelligent and profitable discussion of the 

1 between Theosophy and Spiritualism 
possible with writers like Mr. Oxley. 

There is not any evidence of ‘gall’ here, and what follows 


is chiefly explanatory of his own notions and opinions as to the 
of numbers, and the make-up of the haman person- 
at whieh it is needless to specify. The crux of the article 
said in reference to the ‘ crude notions about disem- 
bodied spirits,’ but on the whole I think his review is exceed- 
fair and anything but what the reviewer in * Lucifer’ 
itte be. U replied in a long article, see September, 1882, 
nd, as an advocate of Western Philosophy, I took the 
ound if not more reliable and trustworthy than what is 
— Philosophy, yet it is not overlaid with the 
iam sad undemonstrable theories and speculations con- 
in Brahmanical and Bhuddistic literature ; and how I 
cessful in meeting and dealing with the sophistries of 
brilliant young Indian Mystical Philosopher’ must be left 
iais of those who are sutticiently interested as to 
y ö of articles referred to. 
memory serves me right Mr. T. Subba Row seceded 
st anhini Society some years before his death, as 


and after him, of good social and intellectual 
done. WriLram OXLEY. 


m Solar Biology. 
l am making a temporary stay in London, and while 
i > to present to the people the science of Solar 
ire discovered science of human life. I, therefore, 
in an endeavour to secure an opening through 
ing that those who become familiar with the 
d it not only of interest but of personal benefit. 
ogy is a correct method of delineating character, 

ease, and indicating for what line of work or busi- 

born at different dates are best adapted, and is an 
uide in all matters of our everyday life. It also 
è causes for the attractions and repulsions between 


y a 


tions will cost three shillings ; verbal readings one 
nd 1 Delineations are neatly written, and are 
future reference and guidance. 
i paemanently settled, which will be in the course 
1 when I will put an advertisement in Lieut’ 
— those desiring delineations will please write care 
sending date and year of birth. 

the London Spiritualist societies desire a * talk’ on 
i be pleased to present the thought in a more 
above. Taurus Virgo. 


Reply to Mr. Vincent Goddard. 

cond or third time Mr. Vincent Goddard, 
— the well-known materialising and 
ng public attention to his grievance in 
IGH for to-day, January 18th. I know all 
hich he says is a fraud. The whole trans- 
| to Z., the photographer, and myself, 
on stru ve, strained, and far-fetched guilt there 
tself solely to me. Towards the end of last 
had tak en, since the preceding May, about 
i d spirit photos, nearly one half 
me as the sitter. He had printed 
of mine. He said to me, I 
Ag this drawer of your 
at them; you can have 
to clear.’ I bought them, and 

e 
3 cabinet size also, of a 
round it. Reluctantly 
— —— the 


1 
age hin — print 
> l was at a 
a D » see that 
d we 
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Thus began, continued, and ended Mr. Z.’s part in a petty 
interludo that your correspondent magnifies into a dreadful 
tragedy. Thus far there was no fraud in any shape, and your 
correspondent’s action is in the last degree reprehensible. 
Mr. Z. is much more partient and forbearing then I should be if 
such unprovoked attacks had been levelled in my direction. It 
was I who exhibited that picture among about forty spirit photo- 
graphs at Mr. Horatio Hunt's place, but I explained in the cata- 
logue the true nature of the picture a picture, not a photograph 
of a materialised spirit. Mr. V. Goddard saw his sister's picture 

the very first week of our show of photographs. He was highly 
incensed to see it exhibited without the family’s consent, 
and demanded its instant withdrawal, which was done. 
The sum of his grievance has this extremely small solid 
basis, that Mr. Z. sold the picture to me at my earnest 
request, and that I exhibited the same during a couple 
of days, both of us acting without previously obtaining 
the consent of the family. Mr. Z. sent a written apology long 
ago to Mr. Vincent Goddard for letting me beguile him of it, 
and I also sent a written apology to Mr. Goddard, senior, for 
showing it to the public. Surely that ought to be enough. 
Mr. Z. is a perfectly conscientious man; he is one of Nature's 
gentlemen, generous, peaceful, quiet, thoughtful, affectionate, 
forbearing, forgiving. He is greatly respected by his neigh- 
bours, where he has been for fifteen years, in a main street in 
the West End. These repeated crusades of Mr. Vincent God- 
dard on behalf of one picture among forty do inversely proclaim 
his belief in the genuineness of the rest. Mr. Z. is profession- 
ally a photographer, pure and simple. and spiritually a clair- 
voyant of the first order. On three or four occasions I have 
met in his studio one, two, or three other clairvoyants besides 
himself. Whether clairvoyants unconsciously follow spirits or 
vice versd, or attract them or vice wrsd, I do not know, but 
they could see many, as many as twenty, spirits on one 
oceasion present, and the clairvoyants’ descriptions agreed. 
When he photographs a spirit, he or she is seen by him, 
and described, standing by the sitter for the express pur- 
pose of being photographed. And besides the form who 
is being photographed he sees one or two or others in the 
room, looking intently on the operation. A spirit never poses 

till Mr. Z. is ready to uncap the lens of his camera. On one 
oceasion I sat there to attract a spirit to pose for its photo (he 

could see two or three visitants in the room), when he ssid, after 
all was made ready, ‘There is a lady in a white satin dress 
standing right in front of you and covering you entirely from 

view.’ I myself saw nothing between me and the camera, yet 

the camera did not see me, for the negative and resulting photo- 

graph showed only the spirit form as he described her and a 

narrow outer strip of my left arm where she had not made quite 

a total eclipse of me. It is a case of a normally invisible body 

reflecting light into a camera and an opaque body being made 

for the nonce to absorb light entirely. Very shocking indeed 

to Fellows of the Royal Society and Fellows of the Royal 

Astronomical Society, who stand on the eternal inmutability of 

natural law. It ison a par with the tantalising satellites of 

Mars, for they also snap their fingers at immutability and laugh 

at the Royal Society. 

Two or three weeks later I was at the studio again, and 
again Mr. Z. could see three or four spirit people in the room, 
and hastened to prepare his camera. Having done that he 
ssid: ‘Ah! that lady who stood exactly in front of you 
is there now, standing exactly behind you, so that from her 
bosom upwards she is above your head, being a tall person.’ 
The resulting photo shows her as described, and both are on 
view at our exhibition of spirit photos. Up to now there has 
been no lack of spirit visitants at the studio of the celebrated 
Mr. Z., and therefore no necessity for him to resort to the 

artifice of double exposure to produce sham spirit 
photos; and if and when a scarcity sets in, he will be the first to 
understand its meaning—that no more spirits want to give the 
world their photos. 

156, Iverson-road, N.W. J H. N 
[This correspondence must now cease.—Ep. or Liar.“ 


How was it Done? 
Sin. —I should be glad to know if any of your readers have 
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dhit led on to the platform, seated ina chain blindfolded, and 
Written questions were then invited 


presumably hypnotised. } i 
from the — the writers to retain possession of their 
papers throaghout. My informant placed her paper, Signed 
< Alice.” in ber glove and then in her muf sa hen all was 
arranged Madame Ormonde was called upon i 
questions, When she came te my informant she at once said, 
* I bave the impresion of a young lady named “i Alice”; she is 
inquiring about so and-so (question correctly stated), and the 
answer, singularly enough, was almost in the exact words of a 
dream my friend had experienced some nights previously, 

I regret that I am not in a position to give further and minute 
details, but if this should meet the eye of anyone able to offer 
a satisfactory explanation, in other words, to tell Ho it was 


I should be pleased if he would kindly do so. 
anti yi RTRUR BUTONER. 


© answer the 


SOCIETY WORK. 
Socretion with which 


Correspondent d vs notices of the work of the ' 

t they are — * ee — om as distinctly as posiNe, and by 
appending their signatures to their communications. — to these 
requirements often compels ws to reject their i No notice 

received later than the Srst post on Tuesday ix sure of admission. } 

Srratronp Society or Sprarrvausrs.—On Sunday last Mr. 
Veitch — interesting lecture on ‘Spiritualism and the 
Bible’ to a large audience, which was listened to throughout 
with much interest. Mr. rendered a solo, which was 
also highly inted. On Sunday next Dr. Reynolds will 
oceupy our platform. Mr. Ronald Brailey will be e medium 
for next Friday, at § pm, prompt.—Txos. MoC ALLUM, 

Norra Loxpos Sermrvarsrs’ Socrery, WELLINGTON 
Hart. Ustrweros.—On Sanday last, Mr. A. M. Roger presided, 
Mr. Ballantine delivered his first address to a Spiritualist 
audience, which was cordially received, and we welcome such 
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spoofs of the powers of clairvoyance. Next Sunday Jam 
Mth, at 7 pm., Mrs. Green (of Hoywood, n dana 


deliver a short address, followed by clairvoyance.—1,, H 

Canon, St, Jory’s Hatn.—On Sunday last Mr. S. Lan 
ville gave a thoughtful address upon My Cone option of G a 
If studied intelligently it will be seen that the character of 4 
various deities of antiquity has followed pretty closely t} 
character of the people with whom they were identified. ana 
represented the highest conception of which men were capable, 
The finite must ever fail to compass the infinite, but whethe 
having passed the rubicon of death, our progress up * Perfes 
feet ions sacred heights * will ever bring us within the 
where God is known as He à, we know not; it is good te 
however, that in those higher spheres we shall a 
receive fuller light and clearer revelations through His 
and wondrous works, and, like infant children, grow, 
to understand and know more of the great All P 
His works proclaim Him a ‘God of Love,’ while. 
apparent ills which He is so often charged with inflicting u 
mankind, the remedy is likewise divinely bestowed, 
enabling man in his upward course to virtually 
own salvation.” Speaker next Sunday evening, 
Sadler.—E. A 

Sourn Lonpon Spiarrvausrs’ Misston, SURREY 
Hart, Caamerwett New-noap.—On Sunday last we had 
enjoyable evening with Mr. White. Everyone agreed that it 
one of the best discourses that has been given from our pla 


Manchester) wil) 


„by ar 


work out his 


Mr. E. G. 


Masonte 


The text, Thou art weighed in the balance and found wanting, 
was selected as a peg on which to hang the threads of his 
remarks, and was applied to the various religious systems to be 

vet 


found along the lines of history, all of which fail to 
the needs of the soul’s aspiration, but out of which 
has evolved the grand assurance that we 
that ‘there is no death.“ Mr. White's 
beginning to end was both explicit and 
hope to have him with us again at a very early date. 
Thursday evenings our rooms at 35, Station-roal, Camberwell, 
sre open at 7.15, when we are pleased to receive inquirers, and 
at 8.90 we have a mutual improvement meeting, where every 
one is heartily encouraged to assist. It offers a good oppor- 
tunity for students to discuss their opinions, and test their 
powers of elocution. This week Mr. A. H. Bell will lecture 
on ‘Imagination’ On Sunday next we commemorate our tenth 
year of public work. We anticipate mass meetings ; several 
well-known mediums have promised their assistance. At 11 
a.m., Mrs. Weedemeyer ; at 3 p.m., Mrs. Bliss ; at 6.30 p.m., 
Mr. and Mrs. Brenchley, Mr. Veitch and other friends will 
address the meetings. os and musical selections. -A. E. B. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


* Review of Reviews,’ for January. London: 125, Fleet-street, 
E.C. Price, 6d. 

»The Theosophical Isis.’ No. 1. for January. London : 16, 
Billiter-buildings, E.C. Price Gd. 

‘The Metaphysical ine’ for January. 
and Bird, 22, street, Strand, W.C. Price 25 cents. 

* Premature Burial.’ By Franz Hartmans, M.D. London: 
Swan Sonnenschein and Co., Paternoster-square, E.C. 


Price 1s. 
$ 9 from the Mystic Standpoint.’ By the Rev. R. W. 
Da 3 3 on: Ellhot Stock. 62, Paternoster- 
row, 5 
‘The True Church and Where to Find it.’ By tho Rev. 
Srvanr Cuunonms, M.A., Vicar of Holy Trinity, Kilburn, 
London Elliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row, E.C. 
meotar, of Readers, Including Phrenologists, 
; f i Palmists, Astrologers, 
ta, Automatic Handwriters, 
Ke.“ Compiled by Manase 
* Human Nature,’ Kent-road, Black- 


London: Gay 
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has not been returned, 
y shared by our readers, 


